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Arundhati Roy's The God of Small Things: 
Voice of Subaltern Women 

Swagatalakshmi Basu 

The term "Subalternity" has attained much popularity in Postcolonial social studk 

The concept of Subalternity' has disturbed the doctrinal boundaries of 

contemporary discourse. As a theoretical venture, subaltern revises and extends the 

Marxan proletarnan �iscourse as well as strengthen its positions based on 

poststructuralist concept of difference'. The term Subalternity refers to a condition 

of subordination brought about by colonisation or other forms of economic, social 

racal, lingustic, gender and cultural dominance. The Subaltern' owes its origin to 

Antonao Gramsc's wnitings and it indicates a subordinate position in terms of caste, 

class. gender and culture. Gramsci criticizes the classical Marxist thinking that 

culture and ideology are extensions and reflections of the economic reality. In 
Gramsci's perception, capitalism sustains its exploitation of the subaltern through 
the hegemony of culture. He also emphasizes the fact that the nature and structure of 
the subaltern consciousness very form one social context to another, owing to the 
difference in ther experience of capitalist exploitation and the subaltern response to 
it The term 'subaltern' is used in the ground of history, geography, sociology and 
literary criticism as post colonial study. Indian scholar Gayatri Chakrobarty Spivak 
borrows this term from Gramsci to refer to the unrepresented group of people m society. Indian unconventional writer Arundhati Roy raises her voice for subaltern women through her masterpiece The God of small Things (1997). 

Suzanna Arundhati Roy, one of the ambassadors of the Indian renaissance and socio-political activist and famous postcolonial writer of Indo-Anglia Literature, wno is best known for her debut The God of small Things (1997). Arundhati Roy was Dotu 24" November 1961, shillong, Meghalaya, India, Roy's father Rajib Roy was a Bengali and mother Mary Roy, a Syrian Christian who worked on women's rights in Kerala. She spent her childhood in Aymanam in Kerala. Roy's literary career was interrupted by controversy. Roy's literary output largely consisted of politically ornented nonfiction, addressing the problems faced by her homeland in the age ol global capitalism. Her publications were: power Politis (2001), Public power im e ns 
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COSMOS: An Effortless and Evergrccn Journey on Geo-cnvironmental Track (Volume-iV: 2021-2). 

I. 

2nd Rescarch Bascd Issuc: An Effort from Root Levcl) 

The StatuUs of Tribal Women in West Bengal: A Qualitative. Approach 

Aparesh Mondal 

Assistant Professor and Head, Dept. of Geography, Swarnamoyee Jogendranath 

Mahavidyalaya 
Introduction: West Bengal is a state in eastern India with a diverse population and a rich cultural heritage. The 

in tribal societies in West Bengal play important roles in their communities, often contributing to the 
state is home to several tribal comimunities, including the Santals, Oraons, Mundas, and others. Women 

household economy and participating in decision-making processes. 
In many tribal societies in West Bengal, women are responsible for agriculture and household 

chores, including cooking, cleaning, and caring tor children. They may also participate in Lenold 
traditional medicines. Women often work alongside 

selling goods such as vegetables, handicrafts, and 

men in fields and forests, collecting firewood, fodder, and other resources. 

Tribal societies in West Bengal often have a strong sense of community and collective dert ;. 

making. Women may participate in community meetings and decision-making processes, althouch thei. 

level of participation may vary depending on the specific community and its customs. 

However, like many other parts of India, tribal societies in West Bengal also face challengs 

related to gender inequality and discrimination. Women may have limited access to education and 

healthcare, and may be subject to gender-based violence and other forms of discrimination. The literacy 

rate among tribal women in West Bengal is significantly lower than the state average, and they face 
barriers in accessing education due to poverty, social norms, and lack of infrastructure. Many tribal 
women are also engaged in manual labor or work in informal sectors, and their work is often undervalued 
and underpaid. 

Despite these challenges, several government and non-government organizations are workng t0 
1mprove the socio-economic status and empower tribal women in West Bengal through various prograS 
and initiatives. These initiatives include providing education and vocational training, improviny 
healthcare facilities, and promoting women's rights and gender equality. 
II. 

2.1 Tribal Women and Society: 
The status and role of tribal women in West Bengal: 

Tribal women in West Bengal play a crucial role in the society, particularly in the areas of 
agriculture, forest-based livelihoods, and handicrafts. They are also the custodians of traditional 

knowledge and cultural practices of their communities.In many roles in the family and community. They are often 
tribal societies, women pla 

play important 

food, and the maintenance of the household. They 
responsible for the care of children, the 

preparation of 

crafts and other 

may also be involved in traditional forms of production, such as weaving, pottery, or basket-making. In some cases, Women also participate 
in subsistence activities, such as hunting, fishing, or farming. UG & PG Department of Geography, Bajkul Milani 
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Abstract: . 
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intersecting identities influence the experiences of students and teachers In educational se::::::~. -::-:-.:: 
article explores the key principles and practices of feminist qualitative research on education nc~±:? ::5 
focus on empowerment, reflexivity and social justice. Through a review of existing literar ... u-e c.:il czst 

studies, this article demonstrates how feminist qualitative research can contribute to the de··e:o:;:::::e:: c: 
more equitable and inclusive educational policies and practices. 

Keywords: Feminism, Qualitative research, Education, Methods, Positionality, Pedagogy. 

I. Introduction: 

In the field of education, feminist qualitative research has become increasingly popular in :'.:e :::s: 
few decades. Its fundamental principle is that research should be conducted in a manner thct cn2~e::g:-s 

power dynamics and advocates for social justice. At the heart of feminist qualitatiYe resear.::. r:1 

education is a commitment to empowerment. This involves not only giving Yoice to those w:10 ;:ave tee:: 

traditionally silenced, but also supporting them in their efforts to challenge oppressiYe structures .:.:;~ 

enact positive change. Through a focus on reflexivity and critical self-awareness, researchers C&'l W(~ 

collaboratively with participants to generate knowledge that is situated, context-specific, and c.ez.:.:.g::..:: 
(Donna Haraway, 1988). 

Feminist qualitative research commences with the recognition that all knowledge is s:'l'J'.cC ir. 

t~c ph_ysical bodies and subjectivities of individuals, specifically women and those groups w10 haY.: :-.:c· 

hVit~nc~lly marginalized. This article will examine some of the key principles and practices of fr .. " ·5 · 

quahtatt ve research on education d . ·d , • ·.., --,,,s 
. . , an prov1 e examples of how this approach has been app11eo l,i' 

t.onte~t'>. By s_he~ding light on the ways in which gender intersects with other a~es of identity JD<l r~'\\.:~
fem1mst qualJ1at1ve research ca h ·I · .- . · 1· ,i >, .L-:~ 

. . . . . · . n c P to m1orm more Just and equitable educat1c1nal J}l1 i- ...... 
practices. Ultimately this anp 0 . 1 h 1 

· JI, r1 ,! 
1 _ . ' ,, r ,le 1 as t 1c potential to contribute to a more inclusiw Jnd st~.: .. · · ~~-

cc ucat1onal c;y<,tem, one th'1l valu . r . . h h-'ir fil" 

potential. ' cs t ivcrsity and empowers all learners and educators t," r.:Jc t ... 

n. 
Epi~te~ology of Feminist Research: 
A s1gn1ficant part or the . , Rc;,,,.1r.:l: 

today emerged from the scholar:l~:\ccopl~u~I groundwork that underpins feminist qu:iltuu," _:. w.,( 
u --= J second-wave feminism. Harding ( 1991 . .200-l) JJ~l -~ ~--
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3 
Abstract 

Way. 

Empowering Rural Women 
Tourism: An Overview 

Arpita Majumder 

for development. Discrimination between men and women is a practice In most developing countries, gender inequality is a great hindrance 
in everr patriarchal society throughout the world. Women are basically 
designated as care gier; honme maker, someone s mother daughter, wife 
and so on. They have very little freedom to spenda rupee without her 
father or husband s consent. They have no freedom to take decision for 
their life as well . Women empowerment actually means the process 

of strengthening them to make capable for their own decision making 
as they can make capable themselves for their family ,community, 

Through 

traditional forces of gender biases and so on. Over decades touritm 
activities and its associated sectors are flourishing over the world 

in many aspect to develop the areas in local level or national level 

Tourism is using as a tool to empower women and help them to 
increase power and control over nature and natural resources. Tourism 

development can be a great incentive for development and assist women 
for economic, educational, and political empowerment. Tourism offers 
many opportunities for developing countries and it can be a machine 
for empowering wonmen of rural society. Many countries are practicing 
different kind of tourism activities and women are participating actively 
in this sector 0f all people employed in the tourism sector 60-70% 
are women(UNWTO, 2008). This paper tries to show the potentials 
and success of the tourism activities to empower the rural women 
along with the role of women in tourism development in sustainable 

Development, Gender Tourism. 
Keywords : Gender Inequality, Women's Empowerment, Tourism 
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